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Democratic Roundtable Passes the Torch to NJDF 
 

Closing its doors, Democratic Roundtable, Inc. – where many young Democratic 
rising stars networked in the 1990s – endorses New Jersey’s Democratic Future  
 

Transfer of Assets Recognizes NJDF’s Achievements in Organizing, 
Networking, and Fund-Raising with Young Professionals 
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NEW JERSEY, September 5 – Democratic Roundtable, the young professionals’ organization 
founded in the early 1990s whose members rose to prominence during the Democratic resurgence 
of 2001, is closing up shop – but not before passing the torch to New Jersey’s Democratic Future. 

For nearly a decade, Democratic Roundtable hosted quarterly events, including networking happy 
hours and Saturday-morning seminars on key issues facing the state and the party.  The Roundtable 
brought young Democrats into contact with rising leaders who are now household names – like a 
young upstart city council candidate named Cory Booker and a newly-minted Congressman named 
Bob Menendez.  In time, the Roundtable’s members earned prominence in their own right as 
counsel to a governor, to municipalities, and to the Democratic State Committee; as elected officials 
and appointees in all branches of state government; and in their professional communities. 

“At a time when Democrats were out of power in the state, Democratic Roundtable’s seminars and 
happy hours were a place for the next generation to gather, network, and plan,” said Olivier 
Salvagno, Democratic Roundtable’s last chairman.  “As the Roundtable was winding down, we 
sought a philosophical and organizational successor and found New Jersey’s Democratic Future.” 

Like the Roundtable, NJDF gives Democrats opportunities to gather, network, and learn about the 
issues of the day.  Most recently, it hosted the only New Jersey appearance of nationally-influential 
political bloggers Markos Moulitsas Zúniga (dailykos.com) and Jerome Armstrong (MyDD.com).  
Born out of the presidential campaign of Senator John Kerry – for which it raised $70,000 in small 
contributions from professionals and students – NJDF also harnesses the power of numbers to raise 
thousands of dollars for New Jersey politicians with events almost anyone can afford. 

“The Roundtable was a who’s who of rising leaders among New Jersey Democrats, and we’re 
honored by their vote of confidence,” said NJDF executive committee chairman John W. Bartlett.  
“I am humbled by the talent assembled when members of the NJDF network gather.  On the NJDF 
executive committee alone, we have a young city council member and others who have been 
candidates or run campaigns, a 25-year-old Assembly chief of staff, two published book authors, 
and others who excel in their professions of business, law, and teaching.  One of our aims is to help 
all members of our network rise to the positions and opportunities that will enable us to make more 
and more of a difference in New Jersey and the nation.” 

The infusion of support from Democratic Roundtable will enable New Jersey’s Democratic 
Future to continue providing free topical and networking events for New Jersey young 
professionals, students, and others, he added. Readers can visit www.njdf.org for more information. 
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